The ostial valve of the great saphenous vein.
Venous valves have been classified into parietal (PVs) and ostial valves (OVs). PVs are located within the lumen of veins, whereas the OVs are located directly at the confluence of two veins. In the common femoral vein (CFV), the most prominent PVs are the suprasaphenic and infrasaphenic valve. The terminal valve (often designated as 'valvule ostiale' in the relevant literature in French) defined as that lying between the orifice of the great saphenous vein (GSV) and the most proximal of the major superficial tributary veins and the preterminal valve represent the most important PVs in the GSV. While PVs are well studied, there is not much literature on the OVs of the superficial venous system, especially of the GSV. In order to investigate the presence of OVs (defined strictly as valves located at the entrance of a tributary vein) in the GSV, we carried out studies on specimens obtained from bodies bequested to the Division of Clinical and Functional Anatomy of Innsbruck Medical University. Ninety-eight specimens consisting of the CFV and the attached tributary veins including the GSV were investigated. In five of these (5.1%), a single-cusped OV, in six (6.1%) a two-cusped OV and in 10 (10.2%) remnants of an OV were identified. Thus, OVs do not seem to be primarily present in all GSVs. The distinction between PVs and OVs is not always clear in literature, and as a consequence misinterpretations may occur. Very often the terminal valve of the GSV, which is in fact a PV, is designated as an 'ostial valve'. In view of its widespread use, we suggest that the term 'ostial valve' together with its clear description be included in the consensus documents of the 'Union Internationale de Phlébologie'.